PYT SHOW WEEK NEWSLETTER

· We will not be selling flowers for the performance nights – However, there will be light up tigers for $5 and musical, light up wands for $7. We also have several gift baskets we will be raffling off – tickets are $1 or 6 for $5.
· Please note: You MUST have a camera or video camera on Wednesday if you would like to get in & take pictures. Camera phones cannot be used, as the cell phones interfere with the microphone reception. We will be taping the show for the DVD on Thursday evening’s dress rehearsal; therefore no flash photography may be used that night. Video cameras and cameras without flash are permitted on Thursday. EVERY PERSON THAT WISHES TO ATTEND WEDNESDAY OR THURSDAY’S DRESS REHEARSALS MUST HAVE A CAMERA IN HAND TO GET IN. A big part of our profit comes from ticket sales, so if you do not have a camera or video camera, please send someone from your family that does and wait to see the show in all its glory this weekend. We appreciate your understanding.
· Call times for the show are as follows: Munchkins, Ozians & Leads must be at the theater at 5pm Friday and Saturday, 12 pm on Sunday. All other characters need to be at the theater at 5:30pm Friday and Saturday, and 12:30pm on Sunday. 

· We are still in VERY desperate need of ads (these include shout-outs) for the show. Ads will be accepted until Thursday evening, and the forms can be found at www.palaceyouththeater.com or by asking Miss Jessica. Remember: The child who sells the most ads will win free tuition for next year’s PYT! 

· If you would still like to donate a gift basket for the raffle, please let Jessica know or bring one in by Thursday’s dress rehearsal!
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By the time the production reaches dress rehearsals, the show is really coming together!  Costumes are now added to complement the technical elements already in place.  With actors in “dress,” their characters come to life in a magical way.
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Places Everyone!
There are very few events in life as exciting as opening night.  Cherish it, embrace it, and make a big deal out of it!  Your child will experience a range of emotions and look to you for support and encouragement.

After opening night, your child will still need your assistance and guidance.  A musical is a lot of physical and mental work, so children need helping pacing their energy.  Make sure your child eats well, takes vitamins, drinks plenty of water, and gets enough rest.

While it’s tempting to throw a cast party on opening night, try to hold off until after the show closes.
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Make sure your child gets plenty of rest prior to opening night.  A good night’s sleep or a nap will help.

Make sure your child arrives at the performance fed, but avoid sugary foods or “junk” foods.  A light meal might serve better than a heavy one.

You may want to present your child with flowers or a small gift directly after the performance.  (As a fundraiser, you might want to organize a flower sale in the lobby before the show or at intermission - a lot of other parents will thank you!)

Invite lots of friends and family!
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Post-Show Blues
The closing night performance is as exciting as opening night, but also bittersweet.  It’s the last time the show will be performed and marks the end of what can be months of mental and physical investment.  After final bows, the cast and crew will take down - or “strike” - the sets that helped bring the musical to life.

It is normal for your child to be emotional leading up to, during and after the final performance.  This lingering sadness after a show closes is called “post-show blues.”  You can help relieve these feelings by planning a cast gathering after the closing performance.  A pool party, potluck or simple picnic will give the cast something to look forward to in the future and ease their separation anxiety.
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After the last performance many kids ask, “What’s the next show?”  These words are a good indication that your child has had a wonderful experience.

It’s our little secret that they also learned a great deal and explored some very important life lessons...
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